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With Christmas a distant memory, we now find ourselves at the end of the first quarter of the
New Year: three months, which have seen activity in the property market fluctuate considerably. SPR I NG 2010

However, with spring shoots now appearing and the longer days of British summer time there
are at last many positive signs that the market is beginning to spring back into life. As a
company, we are optimistic that growing market confidence, supported by the positive changes
to stamp duty reported in the recent budget will not be derailed by the forthcoming general

election.

1 April saw the mandatory roll out of the new RICS Homebuyer Survey. We have been
embracing and promoting this product for many months and we are sure that the new
format of report which includes a coloured traffic light system for identifying the
condition of the various elements of the property will be well received and, most
importantly, will provide greater information and value for our clients.

| hope that this spring edition of our newsletter will provide you with a good overview
of the various activities and developments within Cotswold Surveyors, which have
included the transfer of The Estate Managers (TEM) to our business. TEM is a well established
property management company with responsibility for the maintenance of a number of mainly
residential blocks, and in the coming months we are looking to selectively grow this side of our
business, the client base benefitting from the ability of The Estate Managers to call upon the

services of our own in-house team of Building Surveyors.

Thank you once again to all those who continue to support Cotswold Surveyors during what is
an exciting time as we continue to expand the geographical spread and services offered by our

business.
Giles Cooper
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January saw the transfer
of The Estate Managers
to Cotswold Surveyors.

THE

ESTATE MANAGERS

Leasehold Block Management Specialists
Chartered Surveyors

One of the buildings
managed is Sherborne House near Northleach. Sherborne
House was built for Thomas 5
Dutton after he bought the |
manor of Sherborne in 1551, .
the site having previously been
occupied by a monastery. The
house is famed for the fact that
Queen Elizabeth | stayed twice
- in 1574 and 1592 for six days
on both occasions. In 1651, the
then owner, John Dutton had
the house re-faced.

Cotswold Surveyors is responsible for the ongoing maintenance
and restoration of the historic stonework. The last Lord
Sherborne died without an heir and the estate was bought
privately by 2 wealthy Americans. In latter years the house has
been turned into 19 prestigious apartments of varying size. The
complex includes an indoor leisure centre and surrounded by
landscaped gardens.

For more information on our block management services, please
contact Becky Webster or Cameron Clarke.

RICS

The mark of
property professionalism worldwide
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s A L S (G Ly ) Cotswold Surveyors
is very pleased to

have been selected
to join 'The Best of Cheltenham'. Selection is by
recommendation. Only a small number of businesses in each
category are selected. Cotswold Surveyors is the first
surveyors to be nominated, so the public can use us with
confidence knowing that we truly are one of the best at what we
do. For more information please visit our page on
www.thebestof.co.uk/local/cheltenham
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Selected

The team (from L to R): Becky Webster, Charles Brown, Jo Adkins,
Catherine Mason, Polly Daniels, Giles Cooper, Cameron Clarke

227 London Road, Cheltenham
GL52 6HZ


https://195.112.2.149/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.thebestof.co.uk/local/cheltenham

Thermal Imaging Surveys

Cotswold Surveyors have introduced a new thermal imaging service. Using the latest state of the art cameras (and as a compliment to
traditional building surveys), we can now carry out non invasive economical surveys of any property with a view to highlighting defects such
as defective or damp insulation, and leaks in flat roofs enabling local repairs to be made to specific areas. This is especially useful for roofs
on large commercial properties, as a means of identifying mould and damp problems, electrical defects, water damage and under floor
leaks.

Our surveys show both a thermal and digital image enabling cost effect repair and improvements to be carried
out, in many cases long before the problems are evident to the naked eye. In the USA where the technology
has been used for a couple of years the government has recommend all potential property purchasers have
thermal surveys alongside the normal buyers survey. With ever increasing fuel costs following such a cold
winter we are already seeing an increasing demand for thermal surveys,
demand that we anticipate will grow as the benefits of the technology becomes
more widely known.

The picture (left) shows where a roof has leaked and left the cavity wall
insulation wet. We were able to identify the defect in advance of the dampness
being identified within the building structure. On the right, a picture paints a
thousand words! In this case, thousands of pounds of heat loss!

Costs for Thermal Imaging Surveys start at about £150 dependent upon the depth of survey required.

Cotswold Surveyors will be having a . The Cheltenham festival ~ has
stand at the 22nd Cotswold € = now_gone for another year and
Show being held at Cirencester Park /// SN thankfully for those of us that live
on 3rd-4th July The (/Jy locally, the traffic has cleared.

' Cotswold However, to mark Gold Cup day, we

= Show s once again held our increasingly

This annual event features a myriad popular racing breakfast.
of family entertainment from show
stopping performances in the main arena to a whole host of

action packed activities, fascinating country pursuits and crafts.

This year the event also includes Big Trucks (Big Pete,
weighing in at 3 tons and standing 12ft tall by 12ft wide) and
the Harry Potter Roadshow. It is the ultimate answer to
entertaining children of all ages.

Why not plan a day-out and we would certainly be delighted to
welcome you and your family to our stand. For more details
please contact Giles Cooper on

0845 300 5242 ) )
Attended by the directors and a number of local clients we
served salmon and bacon bagels (separate, not together!),
. . Danish pastries  and, of course, Bucks Fizz. We were
Extra Insulation In The Attic delighted to raise some £300 on the day by way of _ _
Building regulations and the drdopaRnshndariR GoPdurkifodeR charity, Prés@te U ! t i ng in
homeowners adding more-and-more insulation into their attics. Cancer Research. Thank you to those that contributed and
When extra insulation, typically fibreglass is laid between the ceiling gpecial thanks to all those within Cotswold Surveyors,
joists, electrical wiring and fittings disappear underneath it, the especially Polly for making things happen on the day!

problem being increasingly prevalent as a result of the expansion in - Gjles Cooper
the use of low-energy down lighters.

As surveyors, concerns are often raised about the increased risks of potential fire that is generated
as a result of the reduction in the ability of heat to dissipate from the light fittings and cabling due to
the over-lying insulation material. In practice the risk of fire is low although as a precautionary
measure it is recommended that fire resistant covers, known as smoke hoods are fitted to light
fittings wherever possible. As an aside, the life expectancy of light bulbs is reduced when exposed to
such increased heat levels.

Polystyrene insulation, which was often used in older properties can be more of a problem and can
soften uPVC wiring. In these circumstances it is a good idea to keep the insulation clear of cabling
wherever possible. Generally though, in a domestic house situation insulation over the electric wires
is not a significant concern although cables that are connected to electrical heaters are prone to
higher temperatures and can potentially overheat. In these situations the wiring may need to be upgraded or routed differently
according to advice given by the Electrical Contractors Association.

Finally, condensation dampness, which has been especially prevalent this winter, can cause problems to electrical systems within
loft areas. Ventilation improvements are often essential but are frequently forgotten by homeowners.
Charles Brown
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